
What is the Voluntary Contribution Scheme? 

 
It sometimes seems that 
school is constantly asking for 
money! At this time of  year, 
parents are asked to pay the 
snappily titled Diocesan 
Voluntary Contribution 
(DVC). Many parents wonder 
though, what exactly this is 
and where does the money 
go? 

St Joseph’s buildings and land 
is owned by the Catholic 
Church (Leeds Diocese). So, 
the Diocese, as well as 
School, is responsible for 
spending on it- so called 
capital expenditure. The 
school raises funds from the 
DVC to contribute our share 
of  the money needed.  

You may well have noticed 
that St Joseph's has begun a 
massive re-wire and re-
roofing project. This work is 
necessary to future-proof  the 
building for our children.  

Unsurprisingly, St Joseph's 
can't come close to paying for 
this sort of  work despite 

spreading the cost over a few 
years. It’ll come to hundreds 
of  thousands of  pounds and 
this is where the DVC is 
crucial to us.  

The good news is that for 
every £1 donated to the DVC 
by parents, grandparents or 
carers, the diocese 
contributes a further £9. 
Better than any investment 
return a bank will give you!  

School asks for £30 per 
family each year (£15 if  one 
child) but you could give 
more and St Joseph's 
desperately needs more if  our 
School building is to remain 
open, safe and dry!  

Please consider donating 
what you can afford, and 
think of  it as a great 
investment in the future of  St 
Joseph’s. Also remember to 
gift-aid the donation if  you 
are a tax-payer so school gets 
even more!
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Other Parents' Questions

As a Parent Governor 
with a foot in Infants 
and Juniors, I hope I 

can offer some useful 
advice to other 

parents, 
grandparents and 
carers and answer 

some of  those 
questions that you 

might still have after 
your kids have 

started or returned 
to school in 

September. If  you 
feel there is anything 
you are still puzzled 

about in the St 
Josephs bubble, feel 

free to grab me in the 
playground for a 

chat.   !
Lucy Gardner, Parent 

Governor


